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REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC LIBRARY 


To the Citizens of Stoneham: 

The Stoneham Public Library is a collection of about twenty 
thousand volumes, with many periodicals and pamphlets housed in 
an attractive building owned by the Town and supported by the 
tax payers. It is intended for the free use and benefit of the peo- 
ple of the community. Here little children are learning to read 
and love books. Young people are spending many hours of study 
in a room especially devoted to their particular needs, while many 
adults frequent the main reading room to spend leisure hours in 
reading current newspapers, periodicals and books, selected either 
for pleasure or edification. Here also advanced students and re- 
search workers are doing important reference work. People who 
have the library habit in increasing numbers are taking advantage 
of the privilege of borrowing books. 

The Trustees, under whose supervision all of this work is 
carried on, feel justified in reporting that the Library has never 
been more useful to the community than it is today. 

Lest we forget, it is well to recall the benefactors, who, 
through liberal bequests have provided endowments, the income 
from which makes it possible for the Library to obtain more 
books than the Town could otherwise afford. In 1816, Caleb 
Richardson bequeathed $100 to the Ladies’ Social Library. This 
eventually was passed on to the Public Library. Miss Georgia M. 
Dike, in 1905, established a trust fund of $2,000 in memory of her 
father, George L. W. Dike. In addition to the very generous be- 
quest to the Library of $100,000, Miss Annie H. Brown, in 1929, 
gave $10,000 for the purchase of books. 

To this list is now added the name of Harry A. Hill, who, in 
his recently probated will, has given to the Library the sum of 
$5,000 in memory of his wife, Anna Reed Hill, who is remem- 
bered by her friends as a lover of good books. 

The selection of books is a continual problem. We try to 
satisfy the demands for new books and in making our choice we 
attempt to strike a balance between books of entertainment and 
the heavier reading. With our limited budget we cannot cater to 
the requests for all the modern, cleverly-advertised books which 
are often risque or draw false pictures of life. We would not if 
we could. We believe it is an obligation of the Library to furnish 
books which encourage adventurous thought and further reading 
and to provide stimulating and helpful material for advanced 
students, teachers and research workers. 

Our pride in our Children’s Room continues as its work ex- 
pands and its popularity increases. Due to the untiring efforts of 
the Children’s Librarian and to the cordial assistance of the super- 
visor and teachers of the grade schools, more children have 
visited the Library and more are reading books than in any pre- 
vious year. 

The Students’ Room is consistently visited by industrious and 
serious-minded young people who find abundant reference ma- 
terial there for their use. 

Library Hall has been used by book-review groups and for 
story telling hours. It is regularly used by the Visiting Nurse 
Board of Directors, the Historical Society, the Garden Club, the 
D. A. R. and by the Court of Honor of the Boy Scouts. 

For a long time we have realized the need of a suitable way to 
display the Flag of our Country. We believe that in the erection 
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on the lawn of a twenty-five foot steel flag-staff, set in cement, 
the problem has been satisfactorily solved. We are now able to 
comply with the request of the Selectmen that the U. S. Flag be 
displayed every day. 

Fortunately the expenses for repairs this year have been 
lower than usual. The lawn has been renovated but much weed 
extermination is still needed. 

At the request of the Selectmen an inventory of all property 
under the control of the Trustees has been made and properly 
listed on prescribed forms. 

We are glad to have our Library figure so prominently in the 
Community Christmas lighting scheme. 

Again we express our appreciation of the valuable assistance 
of Mr. Walter L. Houston whose original posters have attracted 
much attention. 

The staff has worked with efficiency and in harmony with the 
Trustees and with each other. They have a sincere desire to ren- 
der the best possible service to the public. 

The Trustees meet on the third Saturday evening of each 
month. Bills are then approved and recorded and problems of 
Library administration discussed. Citizens who have constructive 
criticism or suggestions to make are always welcome at these 
meetings. 

While the Trustees are pleased with the record of the Libra- 
ry, we are not content. We hope to find new and more efficient 
ways of extending our service to the people of Stoneham. 

The Trustees request the appropriation of $8,475 together 
with $830 from the interest of trust funds, making a total of 
$9,305 for carrying on the work of the Library for the ensuing 
year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES H. CHASE, Chairman. 
RUTH H. MERRIFIELD. 
HERBERT H. RICHARDSON. 
GEORGE A. HINCHCLIFFE. 
GEORGE A. PACKARD. 
ALICE V. PEYTON, Secretary. 


Report of Librarian 


To the Trustees of the Stoneham Public Library: 

I present the eighty-second annual report of the Stoneham 
Public Library for the year ending December 31, 1940. 

During 1940 the Library loaned 120,310 books, pamphlets and 
magazines. This was the largest circulation in its history. These 
figures, however, do not show the entire service, for many people 
use the Library for reference or reading besidesthe borrowers of 
books. 

At this time when there is such universal interest in what is 
happening all over the world, the Library is more than ever a cen- 
ter of information and effort is made to supply the patrons with 
the material they desire. 

Since funds for the purchase of books are limited, careful 
selection must be exercised. This selection is made especially 
difficult in the field of fiction because extensive advertising and 
the publishing of “best seller’ lists create a tremendous demand 
for a book. Although the Library may buy several copies of 
books greatly in demand, that does not prevent a long waiting 
list. It is not always financially possible nor desirable to buy 
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enough copies to prevent long waits for patrons, since the demand 
may not be at all permanent and funds cover the purchase of 
books in many other fields of interest. Since last April the Libra- 
ry has made no reserves on recent fiction. 


INTER-LIBRARY LOAN 


The Library wishes to express its appreciation for the loan 
of books from neighboring Public Libraries, Boston Medical Li- 
brary, Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the State Di- 
vision of Public Libraries. During the year we have loaned some 
of our books to nearby libraries. 
MAGAZINES 


The Public Library subscribes for forty-five magazines and 
has the gift of about ten more. These include magazines on news, 
science, literature, mechanics, business, nature, gardening, hobbies 
and sports. 


GIFTS 


Gifts of magazines, newspapers and books have been received 
from individuals and associations and are greatly appreciated. 

Friends of the Library have given beautiful flowers, which 
have added much to its attractiveness. The Stoneham Garden 
Club has continued to display specimen flowers, has given a 
terrarium, a bowl of decorative gourds and winter bouquets. 
These gifts of the Garden Club have proved very interesting. 


EXHIBITIONS 


The Library is always pleased to have the loan of interesting 
exhibits. Among the exhibits in the Adult Reading Room during 
the year were a collection of daguerreotypes and ambrotypes 
loaned by people in the town and an exhibition of printing in 
honor of the five hundredth anniversary of its invention. 


BooK WEEK 


Through the week a collection of new books for adults was 
displayed in the Adult Reading Room. The books were allowed 
to circulate on Saturday. 

At Christmas the Library was decorated with wreaths and the 
manger scene was shown in the glass case in the Adult Reading 
Room. 

CHILDREN’S ROOM 


During the year collections of books have been loaned to 
the grade schools, New England Sanitarium School and St. 
Patrick’s School. 

The Children’s Librarian has visited the schools and spoken 
at school councils. 

Among the exhibits in 1940 were: Girl Scout Exhibit on 
Mexico, Stamp Exhibit of the Presidents, Army and Navy Planes 
and Ships, Authors, Musicians, Poets, Scientists and Artists, Five 
Hundred Years of Printing, Book Characters in Fairyland Village. 

There was a Spring Book Festival with attractive painted 
posters, new books and flowers. 

The summer book project was a cardboard house covered 
with book jackets. Forty-nine State Book Certificates were 
awarded. 

“Book Week” was observed by the display of one hundred 
sixty new books, original illustrations and posters. <A Story 
Writing Contest brought in two hundred seventy-three original 
stories and six book prizes were awarded. 

Grades from the first through the sixth from all the schools 
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with their teachers visited the Library as well as a private kinder- 
garten and the New Engiand Sanitarium School. 

Ten different stories were told to the children by Mrs. Bertha 
Houston, the Children’s Librarian. 

At Christmas the Children’s Room was decorated by a beauti- 
ful Christmas tree and evergreen boughs, gifts to the Library by 
Mr. Francis C. Wade, Christmas pictures and a scene in the 
glass case of Santa Claus in his workshop with a large number 
of his completed presents ready to distribute and his reindeer 
and sleigh waiting outside. 

STAFF 

Martha A. Jackson, Librarian; H. Elizabeth Symonds, As- 
sistant Librarian; Bertha Houston in charge of Children’s Room; 
Margaret Golding, Part Time Assistant; Dorothea MacKenzie 
and Rozelle Graham, Junior Part Time Assistants. 

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION FORM OF STATISTICS 
For the Year Ending December 31, 1940 


INAS OT) LADPEEY ie Cert irl Laee oa Stoneham Public Library 
COWS ADU COR ou nn Spa oiean) ny Cote ie Stoneham, Massachusetts 
SNBING/ OF LADLE Piet. uma mie cia cela ak Martha A. Jackson 
POACG SE OUNC IT eh tena er Di Se Me et 0 yee apd ea Wnt oe 1859 
Population served (U. S. Census 1930) ..............cccccssseecceccocese 10,060 
PA SSCMSC NV SIAC OT meee Oieuyluiesret depp eapiaiese ioe eae $14,183,025 


Terms of use: Free to residents of Stoneham, teachers in the 
public schools, persons employed in town, or guests in the town. 


Number of days Library was open during the year ........ 302 
Number of volumes at beginning of year ......... cc eeeeeeeneee 22,092 
Number of volumes added by purchase ........cccccccccccccceeees 1,197 
Number of volumes added by Gift ............cccccscssssccscsssssceeces 48 
Number of volumes added by binding ............cccescceseeeeseenees 2 
CIRCULATION DOT COD U B 2.50) ue ae i ee ei ee 12.01 
Number of new bcrrowers registered during year ............ 581 
Total number of borrowers registered .......c.cccceccseeesccceeees 2,362 


New registration, incomplete 
CIRCULATION STATISTICS 1940 


PEAT Or Bee Cig be ill a eR De Ee ey ee Gale 65,443 
PU EIN OME CHI OT ee cyst vanenten Mee wlan Ube asta kere) Uuar@h anatzaiy 15,249 
MALV ONG JIM CRI ONE coc ec ii cuae a AR meee aes RW ae cc cuk) Ccudiee tay bead 31,471 
JUVen Me ENON iction yi lei ees Me ee Me ean aue aa atigt 8,031 
fide ays) fps Will ofa) 6 ava Mate aNd PL NAME pt RRM By 116 
PICT R ores het Ladn alse s Last uehaee rhea eLec Loe OU eL ee ep oe 543 
018 ayes het ¢ Sale tae oh oi OER DDE Eee DR BOAL NIG A ReMANO Riel Grsfel | a CLS Saab earn 19 
POU POT LOTE 00 peieuls Wee cee Cae ee es ene a an 120,872 


Respectfully submitted, 
MARTHA A. JACKSON, Librarian. 


APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES 


Appropriations 3370. 
Appropriations 7 isi es ii, «se, eee a Re $4437, 
FRECOLVER TOU HOLT iiss ses chasteesreeert en Lb sta eee 935.11 
$9,305.11 
Expenditures 
Salaries, Librarian and Assistants  ..............cccccccccsccccssssseseeeee 4,437.59 
SP EEULLOP HS savenaticenlales vase et oukod er nataeks crud racine eae een ee ce 1,215.14 
Ja fale) UMM MOM eA Dae SE Bll APOE NIIP UR Ah Bes yalh he Als, 1s 1h ayaln got MAL Revel rit 1,753.06 
ERY IOGICEIG: | (ccciaucccavensesh seecutonse ey vere tenets ite Metta SUR eho ane ea 84.43 


Mee UE UN Leyes yikes G1 KGs) cau Ne ca cglual sak veaeCebee meuneE Nee TG 409.86 


co a AAS A eo aa AOI DO se AMT SCBA EE 107.09 
MIEN hs aKa sunk ind tae etd bd edecs vaskabackedeeuudeduccermmeecmcale casa LES 79.17 
OR TRRE ARR a ARNO aa PD OMUR ED et LOREM MLL CAREC EA Hd 12.68 
Miscellaneous Building Expenses ......ccccccccccssccsscesscessceeccesees 146.14 
Ean cohen th. spo 0N Mad Cldak cs acclosaaulesave cee seedasodaastediereoiarleate. 436.20 
a IIE Se SOE ae ane eee Unbee The Aer CREDO peg aN hat 399.83 
EES RIE ESI ack NG Ss see AML TERR Poo Ree Lage WC 173.92 

$9,255.11 
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